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Derk .Podde’'s Comments on Chinese Language & Characters and

their impacts on Chinese scientific thought

CAI Hur qing

( Center of Teaching Chinese as Foreign Language, College of Chinese Language and Literature,

Hunan University . Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Derk . Bodde's comments on Chinese Language and Characters mainly focuses on Joseph
Needham's Question. His view is independent of the two popular standpoints in the western Sinology re-
search world. On the one hand, he is against the view that holds that the Ideal Characters is short of abili
ty to expression, and impedes to engender the scientific thought while he affirm that Chinese Characters
have unique beauty and ability of affect itself . On the other hand, he doesn t agree on the view that Chi-
nese Language has no influences on Chinese scientific thought at all . In his mind, written Chinese language
has more prevention than acceleration on Chinese Scientific Thought .
Key words : Derk .bodde ; Joseph needham; sinology; Chinese language and characters; Chinese scientific
thought
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