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The methodological turn of social research:
Based on the integration of facts and counterfactuals

LU Peng"?, LI Mengdi'

(1. School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410075, China;
2. PKU-WUHAN Institute of Artificial Intelligence, Wuhan 430075, China)

Abstract: Explaining social behavior is a central concern of social research. In the era of Al (Artificial
Intelligence), static approaches are insufficient to capture the dynamic and evolving characteristics of social
behavior, which necessitates the adoption of research models that emphasize temporal and processual change.
The integration of factual and counterfactual research approaches gives rise to four research models: fact to
fact, fact to counterfactual, counterfactual to fact, and counterfactual to counterfactual. The cross-integration
and flexible reorganization of these models can overcome the limitations of a single analytical framework,
form a comprehensive methodological process that encompasses data analysis, hypothesis derivation,
theoretical construction, and practical verification, and facilitate the emergence of knowledge that extends
from individual to broader and unbounded social processes.

Key words: social behavior; factual; counterfactual; description; causality; prediction; exploration
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