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Towards algorithmic justice: The social construction of algorithmic
discrimination and its governance strategies

MAO Junxiang', GUO Min?

(1. School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. School of Humanities, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Algorithm, as a socially embedded entity, interacts dynamically with the social structure.
Algorithmic discrimination emerges as a socially constructed phenomenon shaped by the historical legacy of
societal discrimination, the structural barriers to algorithmic correction, the subtle infiltration of value biases,
and the interest-driven orientation of the social ecosystem. This discrimination does not represent a novel
form of inequality inherent to algorithmic technology itself, but rather a reflection of enduring historical and
contemporary issues in the algorithmic age. Algorithmic discrimination impedes equitable social mobility
across dimensions of wealth, power, and prestige, thereby exacerbating imbalances within social structures.
Addressing this necessitates constructing “algorithmic justice” to counter algorithmic discrimination.
Establishing algorithmic justice requires a dual commitment to distributive and relational justice, integrating
protected characteristics into algorithmic decisions, respecting group diversity without weaponizing it,
acknowledging the need for special accommodations based on group disparities, and amplifying the
decision-making voice of minority groups in algorithmic contexts. Realizing algorithmic justice should adopt
a tripartite governance model which encompasses technology, law, and ethics, with a focus on designing
legal frameworks centered on algorithmic distinctions and implementing a comprehensive Al governance
mechanism grounded in “technology for good.”
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