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The “long tail” of literature: “Miscellaneous literature” in
modern and contemporary Chinese literature

GONG Zhen, JIN Hongyu

(School of Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China;
School of Literature, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Since the 20th century, people’s definition of literature has mainly been influenced by Western
literary theory. Compared to ancient Chinese “literature”, its concept has gradually been narrowed and purified,
which has also led to the fact that many “miscellaneous literature” texts in modern and contemporary literature
have been obscured and ignored. If “pure literature” is the “main body” of Chinese modern and contemporary
literature, then “miscellaneous literature™ is its “tail”. Due to the massive existence of ‘miscellaneous literature’,
it is a ‘long tail’. Both “miscellaneous literature” and “pure literature” have a certain degree of literary quality,
but there is a difference in degree. Of course, “miscellaneous literature” has its own ontological characteristics,
emphasizing more on “non-fiction” and “practicality”, while also possessing such three “miscellaneous” kinds
or purposes as reality intervention, literariness, and criticism. In terms of value, the study of “miscellaneous
literature” not only helps us understand the literary reality, historical environment, and relationship with
traditional resources of modermn and contemporary Chinese literature, but also provides a more inclusive
concept of literary genres, filling the structural gap in literary criticism and literary history.

99,

Key words: long tail theory; “miscellaneous literature”; “pure literature”; literary concept

(W38 BE—3FF)

(E3EE 223 7))

The state theory in the text group of Capital and its implications
for the modernization of state governance

CHEN Xiaoyi
(School of Marxism, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: In the “five-volume structure” and the “six-volume plan” of Marx’s political economy criticism,
the volume of state carries great weight. Although the state theory is fragmentary and unfinished in the
history of Marx’s economics thought, it has opened expansive avenues for scholarly exploration because of
its depth of concern for the choice of institutional models and economic governance. In the text group of
Capital, Marx criticized the anti-historical nature of Bastiat and Carey’s views, and pointed out that the
national economic form has the diversity of expression content, the indeterminacy of economic harmony and
the historical inevitability of stage development. By analyzing the confusion in the understanding of the
relationship between “national wealth” and “modern state” in classical political economy, Marx broke the
abstract understanding of the purpose of national economic development, thereby illuminating both the
specificity of economic relations within individual state and their interconnectedness across several states. In
addition, by investigating the practice of economic governance in capitalist societies, Marx pointed out the
performance of the state’s economic functions in public affairs, distribution of wealth as well as their
institutional limitations. In general, the state theory in the text group of Capital provides the theoretical
foundation and practical implications for advancing the modernization of state governance in the new era.
Key words: Marx; political economics; the text group of Capital; state theory; modernization of state
governance
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