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Marx’s and Foucault’s two kinds of transcendence of
liberal political philosophy

WANG Xue
(School of Marxism, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The connection between Foucault's and Marx’s political philosophies is one of the important
topics in current academic circles, and the answer to this topic is embodied in the two kinds of transcendence
of liberal political philosophy achieved by the two. These two kinds of transcendence are carried out around
the following three aspects. First, in terms of the theoretical starting point, Foucault inherited Marx’s
framework of Historical Materialism and replaced the “naturalism” in the social contract tradition with
“historicism”, thus getting rid of the essentialist foundation of the “natural reason-sovereignty” framework.
Second, in terms of the theoretical paradigm, the “right-based paradigm” adhered to by modern political
philosophy fictionalizes the “ought-to-be state” of political ideals through legal argumentation and political
system argumentation, while Foucault, inheriting the theme of capital power in Marx’s critique of political
economy, reveals the “actual state” in political reality where life is controlled by power, with the “trinity” of
“anatomy-politics”, “biopolitics” and “political economy” contained in the “knowledge-power” paradigm.
Third, in terms of the core principle, liberal political philosophy strives to carry out “political system
construction” on the premise of the “rational subject,” while Foucault observed the erosion of power on
human biological existence, and launched the “critique of governmentality” with a focus on the “biological
subject”, thus continuing the core theme of Marx’s critical political philosophy. Foucault's political
philosophy expands Marx's historical materialism, and opens up a possible space for the further development
of Marxist political philosophy, although it cannot correspond to the principles of practical politics.

Key words: Marx; Foucault; political philosophys; life politics; liberalism
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