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Anthropocentrism in the Anthropocene: Innovation of ecological Mar xism
ZHAO Ruifu
(School of Marxism, Fuzhou University, Fuzhou 350108, China)

Abstract: Based on the “Weak Anthropocentrism” ecological values in the research tradition, Ecological
Marxist scholars, while refuting the accusations against the anthropocentric stance by various non-
anthropocentric theoretical schools within the Anthropocene discourse, have substantively elaborated a new
version of “Anthropocene Anthropocentrism” ecological values. This anthropocentric ecological value
system, which emphasizes a historical time perspective of “long term”, a human capability view of
“superficial direct influence-deep comprehensive influence”, a human rights and responsibilities view that
opposes “human privileges” while emphasizing “differentiated redistribution”, and a view of human
ecological community relations based on “common interests”, serves as an optimized supplement to “Weak
Anthropocentrism”. Ecological Marxism, while seeking to provide a fundamental support for eco-Marxist
solutions to the Anthropocene crisis, still has theoretical limitations.

Key words: Anthropocene; Ecological Marxism; anthropocentrism; ecological values; Marxism ecology
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