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Inhibition or promotion: Anti-unfair competition lawsuits and
innovation of new energy vehicle infringing enterprises

XIONG Yongqing', ZHU Zhendong', QIN Shufeng?, CHENG Qian’

(1. School of Business, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
2. School of Business, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China;
3. Party School of the Guangdong Provincial Committee of CPC, Guangzhou 510053, China)

Abstract: With the intensification of competition in the new energy vehicle (NEV) industry, the
phenomenon of unfair competition occurs from time to time, and many infringed enterprises use anti-unfair
competition lawsuits to safeguard their legitimate rights and interests. While anti-unfair competition lawsuits
help to protect the legitimate rights and interests of the infringed enterprises, can they also exert a certain
innovation-forcing effect on the infringing enterprises? Taking the listed companies in China’s NEV sector
from 2013 to 2022 as examples, this paper analyzes the impact of the number of losses and penalty amount
in anti-unfair competition lawsuits on the innovation investment of infringing enterprises. The results show
that anti-unfair competition lawsuits can effectively force NEV infringing enterprises to increase their
innovation investment, with local anti-unfair competition level playing a positive regulatory role in this
process. Besides, the competitive status of enterprises plays a threshold role in the process of stimulating the
innovation investment of NEV infringing enterprises by unfair competition lawsuits. Heterogeneity analysis
shows that the “innovation push” effect of anti-unfair competition lawsuits is more prominent for enterprises
with high media attention and high internal control quality. This study has positive significance for further
making good use of anti-unfair competition laws and regulations to create a fair and orderly industrial
environment for new energy vehicles and to further stimulate the innovation vitality of enterprises.

Key words: new energy vehicle enterprise; anti-unfair competition litigation; innovation input; local

anti-unfair competition level; competitive position
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