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Has Engels’ view of nature departed from “practice”?
—Re-examination based on Engels’ classic texts in his later years

WANG Hongbo, CHENG Yulin
(College of Marxism, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: Whether Engels’ view of nature deviates from “practice” has always been an important topic of
debate in academia. Based on Engels’ classic texts in his later years, it is confirmed that human practical
activities are the logical basis of Engels’ view of nature, which is manifested in the following four aspects, all
starting from “practice”: first in revealing the transformation from “natural freedom” to “humanized nature,”
and clarifying the logical relationship among such three as practice, “natural freedom”, and “humanized
nature”, second in understanding the interaction between humans and nature, and forming a dialectical view
of the unity of humans and nature, third in revealing the historical development of natural science from
practice and consolidating the historical materialist foundation of natural science, and finally in interpreting
transformation of human beings from “natural apes” to “social humans”, as well as scientifically explaining
the decisive role of labor in the origin of humanity. Hence, it can be known that Engels’ view of nature is still
based on human practical activities, not only maintaining consistency with Marx in principle, but also
enriching Marxist view of nature in terms of content.

Key words: Engels; practice; view of nature; production; labor
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