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Oscillation and construction: Imagination in Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre
MAO Linlin
(School of Philosophy and Social Development, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: In Fichte’s Wissenschaftslehre, imagination functions as a core mechanism, and, through the free
activity of “oscillation” (Schweben), constructs the Nicht-Ich within the positing of the absolute I, thereby
establishing the oppositional structure of the mind. This structure not only serves as the theoretical
foundation of the Wissenschaftslehre, but also reveals the genesis of sensation and the world-picture. By
introducing the key concept of the “transfer of reality”, Fichte demonstrates how the I, through the dynamic
operation of imagination, imparts a partial reality to the Nicht-Ich, thus forming a dialectical relationship
between the subject and the object. This theory not only overcomes the dualistic dilemma posed by Kant’s
thing-in-itself, but also paves the way for the system-building endeavors of Schelling and Hegel. However,
its strong emphasis on subjectivity attracted Schelling’s critique and deeply influenced irrational
interpretation of freedom by Romanticism, even potentially laying the groundwork for the rise of nihilism.
Key words: Fichte; imagination; oscillation; reality; Wissenschaftslehre
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