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An exploration of the concept of the inter penetration between music and
virtuein The Record of Music

XIE Qiong', XIE Xubin

(1. School of Humanities, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. School of Architecture and Art, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The Record of Music is the earliest philosophical work on music aesthetics and music philosophy
in China. It extends its significance far beyond music, not only attaching great importance to the moral
education function of “music” but also putting forward the viewpoint that “music” and “virtue” are
interconnected and interpenetrated. The Record of Music holds that “the heart” is the source of the generation
of “music” and the changes in moral character, creating the possibility for the connection and
interpenetration between “music” and “virtue”, that “cultivating the mind” promotes the interaction between
“music” and moral emotions, as well as the mutual generation between “music” and moral characters,
providing methodology for the connection and interpenetration between “music” and “virtue”, and that
“harmony” reflects the educational value of “music” in harmonizing emotions and human relations,
clarifying the guiding direction for the connection and interpenetration between “music” and “virtue”. The
thoughts on the relationship between “music” and “virtue” in The Record of Music reveal the internal
mechanism of the interpenetration between “music” and “virtue”, providing us with a logical basis for
understanding and grasping the moral education function of “music”. It also has important ideological
inspiration and practical guiding value for the development of socialist literature and art that “emphasizes
taste, style, and responsibility”.

Key words. The Record of Music; music education; interpenetration between music and virtue; moral

education
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