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I ntertextual “ contamination” in the symbolic reconstruction of
online literature: The symbolic landscape half a century after Revolution
in Poetic Language

YU Jianxiang', ZHANG Haoxiang'?

(1. School of Humanity, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China;
2. School of Languages, Cultures and Societies, University of Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT, UK)

Abstract: Since the publication of Julia Kristeva’s Revolution in Poetic Language half a century ago, texts
have continuously transcended their own boundaries through the interaction and flow of signs. With the
evolving iterations of internet media, online literature has enabled rapid interaction of signs within a more
open textual space. Especially since the advent of GAI (generative artificial intelligence), an infinite
landscape of symbols has emerged, attesting to the reconstruction and intertextual “contamination” of texts.
In Revolution in Poetic Language, Kristeva envisions intertextual “contamination” as a reconstruction of
signs that opposes the notion of “purity” and absolute authority. This vision emphasizes the dialogic nature
of symbolic meanings within the text. On the one hand, the “contamination” based on the reconstruction of
textual symbols allows for a comparative exploration between Al-generated content and human creativity.
This highlights how the fluidity of intertextuality may result in a mechanically repetitive dialogue. The
simplistic “juxtaposition” of linguistic signs fails to achieve the aesthetic resonance inherent in the symbolic
reconstruction process, revealing a stark contrast in the beauty manifested by these two modes of symbolic
interaction. On the other hand, Kristeva also presciently proposed the idea of “necessary repetition.” This
necessity offers a paradigm for the aesthetic intertextuality in online literary creation. It shows that the
relationship between interactive symbols is not unidirectional; rather, the symbolic matrices of old and new
texts form new associations between signifiers and the signified. This process generates novel symbolic
meanings within the integrated stories across various media, further extending the boundaries of the text.

Key words: online literature; intertextuality; Julia Kristeva; semiotics; GAI (generative artificial intelligence)
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