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Lifetheory and the expansion of innovative dimensionsin literary studies
CHEN Qjijia
(School of Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: As a significant global theoretical trend in the modern era, life theory is centered on the
re-evaluation of the traditional anthropocentric value system. This trend is prominently represented by three
problematics: animality, technology and world order. The issue of animality involves the re-examination of
the ineradicable animalistic component of human beings and contemplates the modern ethical foundation
based on the affirmation of that. The issue of technology concerns how to weigh the significance of technical
objects as a constituent element of human being from an ontological perspective. The issue of world order
investigates the foundational conditions and basis of justice under the circumstances where values and
genealogies of a series of life forms have been reconstructed. Global art and literary works since the 20th
century, including Chinese literature since the New Period, have embodied all these relative issues.

Key words: life theory; animality; technology; world order; literary studies
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