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A study on the generative logic of the bias of local gover nment’s water
environment policy implementation: A qualitative compar ative analysis of
fuzzy sets based on 22 cases

GAO Shan"?, WANG Cuiyan'

(1. School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410017, China;
2. School of Economics, Management and Law, University of South China, Hengyang 421001, China)

Abstract: To solve the bias of water environment policy implementation and improve the effectiveness of
policy implementation is an urgent problem for local governments. This paper, by taking 22 cases of
environmental protection inspection water environment governance notification from 2020 to 2022 as the
object of research, and by adopting fuzzy set qualitative comparative analysis method, constructs the
analytical framework of “structure-action-dynamics”, integrates seven conditional variables of financial
constraints, political pressure, governmental implementation responsiveness, clarity of policy objectives,
public opinion pressure, public participation, and level of economic development, and explores the logic of
local governments’ water environment policy implementation deviation. The study summarizes four typical
patterns: structure-action deficient bias, action deficient bias, structure deficient bias, and multidimension
deficient bias. The results of the study show that weak financial constraints and high level of economic
development are the core conditions for all the paths, and that high political pressure, low clarity of policy
objectives, and high pressure of public opinion constitute important factors for the generation of the bias of
local government water environment policy implementation.

Key words: water environment policy; bias of environmental policy implementation; generative logic; fuzzy

set qualitative comparative analysis
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