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Two pathstranscending the ethical planning of civil society:
Sarting from the critiques at Hegel by both youth Marx and Kierkegaard

WEN Quan
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Taking Hegel as the object of critique, both youth Marx and Kierkegaard successively opened up
two different paths aimed at transcending the ethical planning of civil society, which involved three
either-here-or-there “choices”. Firstly, if we do not want to attribute the legitimacy of individual behavior in
civil society to a “conscience monologue” solely responsible for God, we must expose the inherent alienation
of the “national commandment” that excuses selfishness. Secondly, if the arrogant “moral rationality” of God
is not the ontological foundation of how civil society is possible, then the “legal order” carried by private
property is the initiator of the violation of individual communication norms. Finally, if the “individualism”
that awaits God's salvation cannot fulfill the vision of freedom in civil society, the “humanitarianism” based
on individual revolution constitutes the only way for human liberation. They respectively respond to
differential recognitions concerning civil society, including ethical boundaries, ethical sin, and ethical
premonition, and further reoccur in the essential inducements which are contradictory in ethical belonging of
civil society. Hence, it should be said that the across-time-space confrontation between youth Marx and
Kierkegaard is the spiritual symptoms that Hegel’s “theory of ethics being soly in the soul” later breaks up
into “the theory of the religion being soly for myself” and “the theory of political revolution.” Therefore, as
responsive project of sublating civil society, they represent the practical resolution that mankind must make,
whether it be solitary returning to the “divine paradise” or facing the reality head-on and stepping into
“communism”. They are both the beginning of the competition between historical materialism and
existentialism, and the mutual reflection that, with the issue of “where civil society should go”, only
Marxism will break the shackles of capitalism.

Key words: youth Marx; Kierkegaard; civil society; ethical boundaries; ethical sin; ethical premonition
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