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Out of thedigital dilemma: Survival and
reconstruction of dialogue ethicsin the new public sphere

YUAN Hang
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Dialogue ethics is one of the important topics in contemporary political philosophy, but the
emergence of new public domains with digital platforms as the main form, has led to a complicated digital
dilemma of “consensus building” in dialogue ethics. In fact, the foundation of dialogue ethics still exists in
digital platforms, but through the analysis of the retreat of public issue “guardians”, it can be found that these
“guardians” who help to consolidate consensus have become profit-oriented “algorithmic logic” in digital
platforms. Carrying the banner of “personalized services”, these digital platforms actually divide the
traditional public communication space by reflecting the discourse law coercion. To break free from the
shackles of discourse rules and to rebuild consensus norms for inter subject communication within digital
platforms, we need to regulate the phenomenon of traffic monopoly from such three aspects as “data security
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system” “traffic distribution regulation” “self-operated business regulation of top platforms”, promote
government-led composite intelligent and efficient digital platforms, and create a negotiable public space
suitable for the orderly development of dialogue ethics.

Key words: dialogue ethics; digital platform; algorithmic logic; platform discourse rules
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