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Policy implication and system reflection of
the pilot reform of rural land acquisition system

GAO Shengping
(School of Law, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100082, China)

Abstract: Since 2015, the overall layout of the pilot reform of the rural land acquisition system has been
unified and clear, the reform content has been highlighted, and the supporting measures have been improved
in place. However, the general norm, specific norm, and supporting norm related to deepening the reform of
land acquisition are missing at the legal level. Based on the guiding function of policies, we can coordinate
the policy direction of promoting the pilot reform of land acquisition, grasp the policy-shift path from
government leadership to market allocation, ensure the policy objectives of protecting the residential
interests and property rights of farmers who have been expropriated, and clarify the internal logic of
improving the legal land acquisition system. Therefore, by strictly defining the applicable conditions and
scope of mass expropriation in the public interest, we can further standardize the land acquisition procedures
with the participation of farmers who have been expropriated throughout the entire process as the center, and
establish a compensation mechanism of land acquisition that combines autonomy and legality, hence
improving China's existing legal land acquisition system.

Key words: rural land acquisition system; pilot reform; policy implications; institutional reflection
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