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From wartime extraction to postwar revival:
The endogenous transfor mation of
Hunan'’s philanthropic sector after the Taiping Rebellion

PANG Yi

(Research Center for Marxism Theory Innovation and Communication,
Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: The Taiping Rebellion profoundly reshaped Hunan’s socio-ecological fabric. As the birthplace of
Hunan Army, Hunan, at the time of putting out military force, also made great contributions to wartime
financial extraction for Hunan Army, hence paying huge sacrifice. After the rise of Taiping Army, the assets
of Hunan philanthropic institutions were embezzled to wartime financial extractions. And after the war, the
revival of Hunan philanthropic sector was associated with its wartime extraction system. Post-war financial
extraction institutions still controlled all kinds of resources of charitable halls and associations, and the
recovery of Hunan philanthropic sector had to depend on their support. Wartime financial extraction not only
resulted in the compression of Hunan local resources, but also changed the power structure of Hunan society.
Under the name of financial extraction, Hunan local resources such as charitable halls and associations were
seriously occupied, and those gentry who earned military exploits by hosting wartime financial extraction
became local new agents. Examining the internal dynamics of Hunan’s philanthropic revival reveals that
post-Taiping reconstruction, rather than a simplistic “state retreat and local advance”, is essentially a
redistributive logic that “resources extracted from the people are ultimately reinvested back to them.”

Key words: the Taiping Rebellion; Hunan; Hunan Army; wartime financial extraction; philanthropy
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