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Peony writing in poetry after the Tang Dynasty
JIANG Yin
(School of Literature, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: Lu Xun’s statement that “all good poetry had been completed by the Tang Dynasty” has exerted a
great influence on later research on the history of poetry, invisibly dominating people’s judgment of the
achievements of poetry after the Tang Dynasty. However, the practice of creating poetry after the Song
Dynasty and even in the Ming and Qing Dynasties still indicates that the exploration of poetic art and the
development of artistic expression have been continuing. Poetry describing objects has become an important
arena for poets to compete for excellence and challenge the limits of scale and difficulty. Through the
historical investigation into Tang Dynasty poets who wrote peonies with the greatest enthusiasm, we can
clearly see the practical process of each generation of poets striving to explore new artistic expressions and
form their own modes of expression in their own time.
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