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Reexamining Mou Zongsan's philosophical path
CHEN Qingchun, JIANG Liying
(School of Philosophy, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Since Mou Zongsan built his own philosophy system by digesting Kant’s and Hegel’s theories into
traditional Chinese philosophy, there have been many controversies in the academic circle on the rational
judgment of Mou Zongsan’s philosophical path. Combining the construction process of Mou Zongsan’s
entire philosophical system, taking the main line of “Explaining the Existence of Things™ as the theoretic
perspective, and taking the two fundamental presuppositions of the existence theory system (transcendental
distinction between phenomena and things themselves, and the idea that men can be also infinite although
finite) as the judging basis, it can be found that there are the following two Confucian paths in Mou
Zongsan’s philosophy: One is the subject monism under the paradigm of Yangming’s philosophy of the Mind,
and the other is the Dao-Qi Dualism under the paradigm of The Doctrine of the Mean and Yi Zhuan. Owing
to the non-unity between the infinite mind and Tao, and between the limited mind and Qi, and because of
differences in the concrete process of demonstrating how things exist between the two paths of rational ways ,
the two Confucian philosophical paths of Mou’s “Explaining the Existence of Things” are not only
fundamentally different, but also make the monistic philosophical system that Mou Zongsan wants to
construct face the suspicion of internal split.

Key words: Mou Zongsan; “Explaining the Existence of Things”; philosophical path; subject; Dao-Qi
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