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Quasi-temperance: Ethical awarenessin the post-materialist era
LI Jianhua
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In the post-materialist era, when people’s basic material needs are met, moderate temperance
becomes possible. This is because temperance, rather than denying material things, reconstructs value
hierarchies; it is not generational confrontation but a wise balance for the inheritance of civilization.
“Temperance”, as an individual virtue, should be extended to the entire human race. This extension is of
great necessity, and its feasibility lies in the “practical rationality” in human evolution. Such practical
rationality requires establishing a reasonable consumption regulation system at the institutional level,
reconstructing a value communication system at the cultural level, and relying on digital technology to
realize the concretization of ethical concepts at the technical level. For “quasi—temperance” to become an
effective ethical means to restrain humanity’s overall greed, it is necessary to rethink the path of human
development and properly handle the relationships between possession and existence, exploration and awe,
immediacy and historicity, as well as particularity and universality.

Key words: post-materialism; quasi-temperance; practical rationality; harmfulness; human ethics
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