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Interality of character discourse and thereflection of urban maps:
A discussion on urban narrative of full-length novelsin the new era

YAN lJiexiong, ZHU Xuanyang
(School of Humanities, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: In the urban narratives of full-length novels in the new era, a wide variety of characters walk
through multiple social spaces, and the various words spoken by the characters provide the key entry points
for intervening in the evolution of the urban forms both inside and outside. Among these words, there exists
a kind of “interality of character discourse”, namely the intrinsic correlation and interactive influence among
character discourses. A series of works, through the interality of character discourse, organize different layers
of the city. They not only encompass the geographical spatial installations and their distribution at the
material level, piecing together a geographical visual scene beyond discourses, but also accommodate
historical and cultural qualities as well as spiritual components, depicting the spiritual landscape of the same
era. The authors have found common syntactic systems between the real city and the literary city, and the
organic application of local languages, story-telling scripts traditions, and the essence of daily life have
folded multiple aesthetic tension structures. Thus, the various urban worlds with inner life contained in the
novels begin to connect into new urban image communities endowed with geographical aesthetics and
cultural poetics characteristics.

Key words: full-length novels in the new era; urban narrative; interality of character discourse; urban maps
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