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Thingly additionsto Dreyfus understanding of affordance:
A postphenomenological critique and revision to
the model of skill acquisition

CHENG Rui, FU Qiqin
(Institute for Science, Technology and Society, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: As a theoretical basis for reflecting on human thinking and behavior, Dreyfus’ model of skill
acquisition is of great significance. And “affordance” in this model is understood by Hubert Dreyfus as a
direct solicitation, an understanding that rejects the objectivity that characterizes affordance as an
environmental factor. Paradoxically, however, “the solicitations of affordances” in his model of skill
acquisition is inevitably based on the objectivity of affordance. It makes the model of skill acquisition
incapable of realizing Dreyfus’ philosophical claims. The root of this problem is that the model presupposes
a “cognitivist subject” and ignores the “dimension of things” such as technology and environment. By
revealing the process of presenting affordances through postphenmenology, and by refining the deficiencies
in the model’s understanding of affordances, it is possible to revise the model of skill acquisition to be more
consistent with the philosophical ideal of Dreyfus and the philosophy of technology’s idea of “thingly turn”.
Key words: Dreyfus; the model of skill acquisition; affordance; solicitation; postphenmenology
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