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Intricate self-expression: Li Qingzhao’sinheritance from
and innovation of Han Wo'sversein her Ci poetry

LIU Xue, YE Ye
(School of Humanities, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China)

Abstract: Li Qingzhao, in her Yi’an Ci, often follows some forms of expression of Han Wo’s verse, by either
adopting such techniques as metempsychosis, or replicating his erotic writing mode, hence manifesting her
adherence to and compliance with the writing conventions of literati. Owing to the obstruction of writing
practices, the lyrical self in her Ci poetry is not clear enough and needs to be carefully analyzed. On the one
hand, simplistically interpreting her Yi’an Ci as “autobiographical” overlooks its inheritance and customary
expression. On the other hand, in addition to its overt self-writing, Li Qingzhao’s poetry harbors a veiled
self-expression achieved through strategies like re-transforming the borrowed creativity (“metempsychosis
and refinement”), making the erotic description elegant, and controlling the lyrical perspective. These
methods subtly reveal her aesthetic individuality and proactive stance towards self-expression. Such intricate
and winding self-expression reflects Li Qingzhao’s cognition of the literary genre and expression strategies,
highlighting the uniqueness of Ci between its lyrical and social functions, as well as its balanced interplay
between literary tradition it inherits and new changes.
Key words: Li Qingzhao; Ci poetry; Han Wo; literary inheritance; self-expression
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