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The per spective shift in criticizing social acceler ation:
From Marx to contemporary radical thinkers

LEI Yu
(School of Marxism, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: “Acceleration” has gradually become a central issue of growing concern in the fields of
humanities and social sciences. It has not only provided a new theoretical framework for comprehending
acceleration at the level of historical epistemology, but also expanded multi-perspective domain of
discussion in the critique of capitalist modernity. As a unique critical perspective of modernity, the critique of
social acceleration is increasingly emerging as a new epistemological pathway for analyzing the operational
mechanisms of capitalism. From Marx to contemporary radical thinkers, their conceptual understandings of
“acceleration” have undergone significant epistemological evolution in terms of fundamental connotations,
major contents and logical framework. Marx, from the perspective of historical materialism, discloses the
essence of acceleration, seeks human emancipation, and aims to provide a framework for an alternative
vision of modernity, while contemporary radical thinkers engage in epistemological excavations of
technological acceleration per se, interrogating the conditions of individual emancipation and attempting to
destabilize the inverted dialectics embedded within modernity's alienated developmental schemata. This
paradigmatic shift reveals a fundamental transfiguration in acceleration’s operational logic within capitalist
modernization. That is, acceleration metamorphosizes from its original dialectical catalyst for humanity’s
teleological progression to a technological framework that now dominates civilizational development. The
scientific methodology of Marxism not only equips us to investigate and illustrate the essence of acceleration,
but also helps us maintain self-conscious methodological coherence when facing various radical thought
trends.

Key words: social acceleration; critique of modernity; Marxism; historical materialism
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