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Marx and Engels's view on the “common value’ and its contempor ary
significance: Investigation centered on the “common morality” of
Anti-Duhring

ZHENG Dongfang, LIN Haoting
(School of Marxism, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: As a value, morality is a special form of value in the human value world. Anti-Duhring, which was
mainly completed by Engels with the support and participation of Marx, at the same time of criticizing
Diihring’s “eternal morality”, also expounded the “common morality” as well. These elaborations have
important reference significance for us to deeply understand the “common value” by Marx and Engels. In the
theoretical perspective of Marx and Engels, “common value,” as a value consensus, lies in “special value”
and is manifested through “special value”. The “common historical background”, “the same or almost the
same stage of economic development” and the need to “maintain common interests” as objective elements
restricting the existence of “common value”, have laid a solid foundation for the generation of “common
value”. Under the background of the new era, systematically expounding Marx and Engels’ “common
value,” can not only lay a theoretical foundation for the historical appearance of “common values for all
mankind,” but also provide an analytical paradigm and scientific guidance for scientifically understanding
and practicing “common values for all mankind”.

Key words: Anti-Dihring; historical materialism; common morality; common value
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