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The Query of Zeng Guofan Group “refusing to rescue emperor” in 1860
HU Yihong
(Department of History, Hunan University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: About his attitude of going to Beijing “rescuing emperor” in 1860, people usually think that Zeng Guofan
was refusing to rescue. Based on “Bei Yuan Ji Yi” and other relevant information, the author found that it is not the truth.
First of all, this view is supported by insufficient evidence. Secondly, the “Qingzhi” (asking for Emperor’s instruction)
was a procedure before Zeng Guofan went northward, and was the outcome of the situation. Finally, before receiving
the order of withdrawing rescue from the Qing government, the important things had been arrange properly. Our
analysis shows that Zeng Guofan Group in dealing with the issue was quite positive.

Key words: Zeng Guofan Group; Refuse to go northward for relief; <Recorded of backing home to talk about>; <the
debate about going northward for relief>
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