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Enlightenment characteristics of the thought circle of Zhou Dynasty
and itstheoretical pedigree

QI Zhixiang

(Advanced Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Hainan Normal University, Haikou 517758, China)

Abstract: The thought circle of Zhou Dynasty had an overall feature distinct from the theological
obscurantism of Yin and Shang dynasties, that is, the feature of enlightenment which is marked by “man’s
awakening.” It was prominently manifested during the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States, and
originated in the Western Zhou Dynasty with the tradition of respecting morality and protecting people’s
humanity laid down by the Dao of King Wen, King Wu and Duke Zhou. As for the classics of Zhou Dynasty,
later generations were suspicious of their falsification. To study the characteristics of the ideological history
of Zhou Dynasty, it is necessary to carefully investigate the authenticity of ancient books of Zhou Dynasty.
The ideological enlightenment of Zhou Dynasty has its specific historical context and institutional reasons.
By taking the self-consciousness of human nature, the philosophical consciousness of understanding the
world, the incisive logic thought, the professional lobbying thought, the humanistic consciousness and the
moral consciousness as the main forms, and by revolving around the ideology of “Inner Sanctity and Outer
King,” it undertakes the rich thinking and profound construction of the “humanity” system, and lays the
“axis civilization” tradition in the history of Chinese thought, hence offering very important inspirations and
reference significance for the construction of today’s political civilization and moral civilization.

Key words: enlightenment of Zhou Dynasty; awakening of the human; humanism and humanity; Inner
Sanctity and Outer King; theoretical pedigree
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