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Originating from Das Kapital: A re-exploration
into Hou Wailu’s approach to the history of Chinese thoughts

XIAO Yongming', WU Wanghai'”

(1. Yuelu Academy, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China;
2. Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures, Hamburg University, Hamburg 20354, Germany)

Abstract: Hou Wailu, a prominent figure in the history of Chinese thoughts, began his scholarly career with
the translation of Das Kapital. The three stages of this translation process laid a foundation for his later shift
toward Chinese historical studies. The focus of Das Kapital on modes of production enabled Hou to develop
unique insights into the Asiatic mode of production, allowing him to independently address the theory
advocated in Soviet and other foreign academic circles. His five-volume Comprehensive History of Chinese
Thoughts incorporates perspectives and methodologies inspired by Das Kapital, showcasing a research
model that starts with modes of production, moves through the determination of social formations, and
ultimately reveals the development of Chinese thoughts. Das Kapital played a crucial role in enabling Hou to
establish a mature and systematic approach in his study of history of Chinese thoughts.
Key words: Das Kapital; Hou Wailu; the history of Chinese thoughts; autonomous knowledge system
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