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The connection between literary classics and theliving world:
An intertextual analysis of Su Shi’spoetry short videos on the Tik Tok

FAN Mingxian, YANG Biquan
(School of Humanities, Central South University, Changsha 410012, China)

Abstract: The key to integrating the excellent traditional culture represented by literary classics into the
online audiovisual system is to innovate the intertextuality mechanism of the cross-media narrative. By
focusing on the cross-media narrative practice of Su Shi’s poems on the TikTok, and by employing the
intertextual analysis framework of “text-discourse-culture”, this study analyzes 2 150 short videos of Su
Shi’s poems on the TikTok. The study finds that at the text level, the short videos “reset” the
high-dissemination Su Shi poems, and present the content of the poems in the form of life story narration,
poetry appreciation, and poetry recitation; at the discourse level, social short video platforms form such three
types of narrative discourses as “warm realist” narrative, modern love tragedy narrative, and “circle-breaking
narrative” of Internet “meme”; at the cultural level, social media not only weaves literary classics into short
videos in specific texts, but also connects them with the living world of contemporary people in the current
accelerated society, forming a dual cross-media intertextual narrative strategy that connects “traditional”
literary classics with the “modern” living world.

Key words: Su Shi’s poetry; short video platform; literary classics; cross-media narrative; intertextuality
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