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Response to absorb participation: The operation logic of the interaction
between village cadres and villagersin rural revitalization

ZHU Dongliang', ZHONG Chuyuan"?, LI Danyang’

(1. School of Marxism, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China;
2. School of Marxism, Northwest A & F University, Yangling 712100, China;
3. College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A & F University, Yangling 712100, China)

Abstract: Based on the different types of interaction between village cadres and villagers, the study aims to
construct the “response-participation” correlation analysis framework. Through the field survey of typical
villages in the three provinces of central China, the study finds that the interaction mode of
“response—participation” depends on the “feedback effect” of the village cadres as the agent of the vertical
administrative system and the “rebound effect” of the villagers’ response in the horizontal village dimension.
The “feedback effect” of the longitudinal dimension requires that the village cadres respond to the villagers’
demands in a timely and effective manner, and shape the responsible government, while the “rebound effect”
of the horizontal dimension is related to convenience and recognition, which leads to responsible citizens.
The cadre-mass interaction mode under the two effects can be divided into positive governance type,
negative passive type and ineffective avoidance type. Villagers promote rural revitalization based on the
response of resident cadres, and show the operation logic of “response to absorb participation,” whose
essence is the absorption of society by administration, and whose generation causes are related to the
pressure situation and organizational characteristics, and are decisively influenced by the shared
development mechanism.

Key words: village cadres’ response; villagers’ participation; rural revitalization; “response-participation”

model
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