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Criticism, construction and transcendence: Thelogic of moder nity in the
new form of human civilization

MA Yunzhi, ZHAO Rongfeng
(School of Marxism, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: Marx’s thought of modernity and its exploration process of Sinicization reveal the logical
necessity of creating a new form of human civilization. On the basis of founding historical materialism,
Marx launched a dialectical critique at the civilization of capitalist modernity, providing a historical basis for
the emergence of a new form of human civilization. While criticizing capitalist modernity, Marx put forward
a modernity plan for reconstructing a new human civilization, and made a comprehensive and systematic
plan for the shape of future civilization, providing a theoretical basis for the emergence of a new form of
human civilization. The construction of China’s modernity is a process of combining Marx’s idea of
modernity with China’s concrete reality as well as with China’s excellent traditional culture, profoundly
answering the major issues of “how China’s modernity can be constructed” and “how a new form of human
civilization can be created”, and providing a theoretical basis for the emergence of a new form of human
civilization. The road to new modernity of socialism with Chinese characteristics opens up a new type of
human civilization, highlights the connotation of new modernity in the new form of human civilization,
realizes the inherent transcendence of modern civilization, provides a Chinese proposal for the reconstruction
of human civilization, and reveals the contemporary value and world historical significance of the new form
of human civilization.

Key words: critique of modernity; modern civilization; China’s new modernity; Chinese-style modernization

road; new form of human civilization
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