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How could “thecritical and revolutionary dialectics’ be formed:
Hegel, Marx, and post metaphysical thought

TIAN Haiping', GUO Youbing®

(1. Value and Culture Center, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
2. School of Marxism, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541001, China)

Abstract: Dialectics can only be truly saved through experiencing a real “adventure”. Clearing up the

“adventure of dialectics” from the perspective of intellectual history is the key to understanding the problem
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of “why dialectics is ‘critical and revolutionary’”. Hegel’s dialectical system unfolds its principle system (the

principle of contradiction, the principle of development, the principle of history, the principle of specificity,
and the principle of totality) in the realm of intellectual speculation, leaving behind a rich treasure in

intellectual history. After Hegel, dialectics faces the problem of how to handle, inherit, digest, and transcend

99 C6s

the legacy of Hegel’s dialectical system at the level of intellectual history. Marx, as a “critic” “inverter” and
“inheritor” of Hegel’s dialectical system, proposed “saving dialectics” from the mystical form of Hegelian
philosophy at this level. Marx’s saving of dialectics is an inheritance, development, and dialectical utilization
of Hegel’s dialectical legacy, manifested in the expansion of the domain of dialectics, the re-examination of
the subject, and the redefinition of the theme. This thought belongs to a kind of “post-metaphysical” thought
in intellectual form. The historical and logical unfolding of Hegel, Marx, and post-metaphysical thought
contains an important contemporary intellectual theme that deserves serious consideration, namely, the
unfolding of various kinds of “adventures of dialectics”. Post-metaphysical thought starts from the opposite

side of the “identity concept” of metaphysics, especially the concepts that have been traditionally excluded
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by metaphysical philosophy of being, such as “life” “language” “desire” “understanding” “phenomenon”
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“action” “otherness (others)”, and “ethics”, to make dialectics authentically face the concrete and sensuous

life of human beings in a real way, face human beings’ practice of productive labor, and face the “irrational
desire-instinct-unconscious” of self-expression. The various paths that allow dialectics to be based on
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“people of life” “people of speech” “people of desire
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people in understanding” “people in phenomena”

“people in action” “people of self enjoyment” and “people of ethics” are the various paths through which the
“adventures of dialectics” can unfold. The disintegration of Hegel’s system of absolute knowledge
(metaphysics) and the proposal of Marx’s task of rescuing dialectical thought constitute important
intellectual opportunities for the unfolding of the “dialectical adventures™ at the level of conceptual history,
which can be called the “second beginning of philosophy”.

Key words: Hegel; Marx; dialectics; post metaphysical thought
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