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Equality is more important than freedom:
The novel Regret for the Past as a text of intellectual history

WANG Xiaohui
(School of Literal Arts, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: From the heated pursuit of the free image of Lady Roland by women in the late Qing Dynasty to
the imitation of the image of Nora by women in the May Fourth Movement, it can be seen that women’s
enlightenment ideas have entered a mindset of "freedom" suppressing "equality" since the end of the Qing
Dynasty. Lu Xun's novel Regret for the Past continues He Zhen's reflection on gender equality in the late
Qing Dynasty, criticizing the phenomenon of "freedom" obscuring "equality" since the end of the Qing
Dynasty, and opposing the enlightenment approach of transforming "gender power issues" into "new and old
hierarchical issues". Moreover, Lu Xun's reflection on the frequent reminiscing of love between men and
women in Regret for the Past denies the view of love freedom based on the preferences of the strong during
the May Fourth Movement, and criticizes the destructive reality brought about by the thinking of "freedom"
suppressing "equality". At the same time, Regret for the Past highlights the importance of "equality in
housework" in free love and marriage, proposes that the gender nature of daily housework does not
exclusively belong to women, and emphasizes that "equality in housework" is as important as "economic
equality" and "spiritual equality". In short, Regret for the Past is one of the signs of the maturity of modern
feminist thought.

Key words: freedom; equality; the changes of love; housework

[4RiE: BE—F]

(L3%5E 86 I7)

The opportunity for young Engelsto
investigate national economics and itsinspirations

JIANG Haibo
(School of Philosophy, Heilongjiang University, Harbin150080, China)

Abstract: National economy is one of the important parts of Marxist theory, and one of the necessary
conditions for Marx and Engels to construct historical materialism. The previous studies have not fully
explained the opportunity and significance of Engels' first study of national economics. Based on reviewing
the previous theoretical achievements, and taking The Outline of the Criticism of National Economics as the
research focus, this article, by analyzing the young Engels' study, business and political activities, clarifies
that Engels has drawn inspirations of integrating German philosophy, French socialist thoughts and national
economics from the works by socialist Ricardo. Only by experiencing the opportunity to solve the British
social problems, did Engels have to temporarily give up the unique German way of thinking, turn to the
national economy instead, realize the importance of the transformation of philosophical methodology and
research paradigm, and then discover the fundamental force to promote the historical process.

Key words: Engels; national economics; Ricardo’s socialism; historical materialism
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