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From "Ger man-stye modern problems" to "Chinese-style moder nization":
Marx's early exploration into moder nization and its contemporary
revelations

YANG Zengdong, XIU Zheng
(School of Marxism, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In "The Preface to The Critique at Hegel's Philosophy and Law", Marx points out "German-style
modern problems,"” which in a sense marks the beginning of Marx's early exploration into the idea of
modernization. "German-stye modern problems" can be summed up into the two major issues of "how to
catch up with the times for a latecoming country" and "how to pursue the universality of modernization
based on the specificity of the country." The CPC in the new era, based on the struggle for more than a
hundred years, has successfully promoted and expanded the Chinese path to modernization, and fulfilled the
inheritance, enrichment, innovation and transcendence of Marx's thinking on "modernization path". Taking
the "German-style modern problems" as the starting point, and adopting a theoretical view through Marx'
whole system, we can deepen our understanding of the major proposition of "Chinese path to modernization",
and give a better understanding of the general laws of the path of modernization and of the characteristics of
peoples and nations.

Key words: Chinese-style modernization; "The Preface to The Critique at Hegel's Philosophy and Law";

Karl Marx; German-style modern problems
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