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Hierarchical mobilization mechanism in minimal gover nance structure:
A case study based on the gover nance practice of X community in C city

REN Jie', PAN Zequan®

(1. School of Social Development and Public Policy, Fudan University, Shanghai 20433, China;
2. School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Based on the qualitative study of the governance practice of X community in C city and the
theoretical perspective of minimal governance, this study analyzes the organizational basis, mechanism and
operation logic of X community mobilization. The study finds that the practice of community mobilization is
embodied in a hierarchical mobilization mechanism embedded in a minimal governance structure, and that
its operating logic includes highly institutionalized quasi-administrative mobilization and informal
mobilization based on soft consultation. This study provides insights for further understanding the
relationship between community mobilization and the daily functioning structure of communities.

Key Words: minimal governance; community mobilization; the third sphere
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