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Ethical equilibrium in the relationship between development and stability
in the process of Chinese-style modernization

LI Jianhua
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The relationship between development and stability is the core issue in social ethics. In the
process of achieving Chinese-style modernization, it is a theoretical issue of essential importance to
effectively coordinate these two factors and achieve harmonious and balanced social development. The five
development ideas provide an ethical guide for achieving balanced development in Chinese-style
modernization, while social stability, on the other hand, represents the normalization of social order and
serves as a norm for social development. It is not only the aim of social governance but also the core of
ethical balance in social governance to achieve the unity between development in stability and stability of
development. In order to achieve this unity between social development and stability via ethical balance, it is
also crucial to pay attention to the inherent risks brought by modern society due to its uncertainty, which
requires ‘“unconventional” ethical wisdom in dealing with social instability. Furthermore, a historical and
ethical perspective on social development is needed in order to acquire a correct understanding of transient
social decline while maintaining an ethical stance grounded in historicism so that progress amid stability and
stability amid progress can be secured.

Key Words: social development; social stability; five development ideas; unconventional ethics; historical
ethics
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