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The different ways of pursuing "the First Meaning' and
their gains and losses in the poetics of the middle and late Ming Dynasty

WANG Xun
(School of Literature, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225009, China)

Abstract: The theory of "the First Meaning" has a close and complex connection with the poetics of the
middle and late Ming Dynasty, and in the past, scholars have often regarded this as an important ideological
source of the imitation and endless malpractice of Seven-Scholar School, which has been criticized
repeatedly. But in terms of literary creation, adhering to "the First Meaning", especially following the
teachings of the ancients, is not only a helpless act, but also an inevitable choice. In terms of the pattern of
the literary world at that time, this was the response of literati in the Ming Dynasty based on the actual
situation, and it was synchronized with changes in trends. On the discussion of the mode theory of poetry
and prose creation, there are either specific and clear regulations on what objects to learn and how to learn
like the Seven-Scholar School, or only some fundamental concepts with focus on self and autonomy like the
Public Security School. The former is not only convenient for later learning, but also prone to abuses, while
the latter is widely praised for its fluency and flexibility, but also prone to shortcomings such as "frivolity"
and "extravagance". Each has its own advantages and disadvantages, and how to solve this contradiction has
become a difficult problem for literati throughout history. The key may lie in clarifying the different
expressions and their inevitable effects.

Key Words: The First Meaning; middle and late Ming Dynasty Poetics; imitation; situation; position
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The Chinese style moral modernization:
The orderly integration of consciousness and norms

SHU Gaolei
(School of Marxism, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: Chinese style modernization contains profound and rigorous moral logic, manifested in order
adjustment between freedom consciousness and public norms (double variation), the process of which is
integrated and continual, gradually evolving from "awakening consciousness-constructing norms" to
"respecting consciousness-advocating norms". Since the beginning of the New Democratic Revolution, the
Chinese style moral modernization had first awakened the consciousness of self-knowledge of the subjects of
the people to get rid of their political attachment to traditional norms and moral loyalty. Then, in the process
of national construction, a moral system was set up, some standardized principles of collective identification
were adhered to, and a sense of good deeds for joint construction and sharing was cultivated. In the process
of reform and opening up, the moral space was rectified, a public standard system was constructed, the
spiritual civilization order was shaped, and mutual progress between value reflection and cultural
transformation was promoted. And with the optimization and improvement of the moral governance pattern
in the new era, respecting consciousness and advocating norms have become a new trend of ethical
civilization for national confidence and self-improvement.

Key Words: Chinese style moral modernization; consciousness and norms; orderly fit
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