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“Cogito, ergo sum” in the context of analytical philosophy

LI Xi

breakthrough and dilemma of Hintikka’s interpretation

(College of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Jaakko Hintikka created a new paradigm in the domain of interpretation on the “Cogito, ergo sum”

proposition, namely the Performatory Interpretation. According to this interpretation, cogito was explained as a

thought-act, which had the same logical structure with the speech-act. The most revolutionary point of view of Hintikka

was that “I” (or “ego”) were self-verified through others in the ordinary language game, which had been revised to a

certain extent later, but the fundamental point of view had led to a number of views contrary to Descartes. Thus,

Hintikka had openeda new path for the paradigm.

Key words: Descartes; Jaakko Hintikka; Cogito; ergosum; the performatory interpretation
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