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The significances of modernity in the sentimental epistemology from a
phenomenological perspective

NIE Jiansong
(College of Marxism, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030036, China)

Abstract: The Neoplatonic Eros in the Late Antiquity can be considered as the prototype for Sentimental
Epistemology and was later developed into two theoretical branches -the Western and the Eastern. The
Western branch evolved by depriving the meaning of Eros through the works of Augustine, Descartes and
Husserl and finally into the modern Phenomenological stage while the Eastern branch which retained the
Erotic elements failed to progress into the contemporary vision for some historical reasons. By restoring the
significance of Eros, we can rebuild the Sentimental Epistemology of Mr. Xie Wenyu from a
Phenomenological perspective, and discover its modernity from two crucial aspects: the first one indicates
that humans are all physical beings, not something beyond or supernatual; the second one states that the
human nature is limited whose perception of the whole world is based only on the Abschattung of the world
which has been shown showing forth to him.

Key Words: sentimental epistemology; modernity; Neoplatonism; phenomenology of Eros; Jean-Luc
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