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Agamben's theory of paradigm: A unique methodology of philosophy
HUANG Yingquan, ZHOU Qi
(School of Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China)

Abstract: Giorgio Agamben proposed a particular methodology of philosophy: the theory of paradigm.
According to Agamben, the paradigm is a singular and representative case, which represents the general by
the singular through the logic of analogy. The paradigm is not only a concrete thing with a “para-ontology”
way of being, but also a way of analyzing problems. Agamben constructs paradigm in order to understand a
broader range of historical contexts. In this context, paradigmatic figures such as the homo sacer and the
concentration camp represent the negative use of paradigm, while the St. Francis movement represents the
positive use of paradigm. Comparing Agamben's theory of paradigm with the Chinese theory of artistic
typicalness, we can find that his theory transcends the traditional "generality-particularity" binary framework.
However, it is debatable whether he has weakened the singularity of the paradigmatic example when
constructing the theory of paradigm.

Key Words: Agamben; paradigm; example; concentration camp; homo sacer; form-of-life
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