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The innovation of materialist historical methodology in the study of
Marx's modernization path in his late years

CAO Dianshun
(Philosophy Paradigms Research Institute, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China)

Abstract: If the discovery of the theory of surplus value led to the emergence of the historical materialism
that marked Marx's philosophy, then in his later years, his examining the path toward modernization with the
thinking mode of historical materialism indicated an accurate grasp of the essence of the "path toward
modernization". In his later years, Marx, through historical materialism, offered a historical analysis of the
conditions for realizing modernization, criticized the traditional theory of "uniqueness" of the path toward
modernization, and at the same time represented that the path toward modernization itself should be an
"optional" path. Marx's application, in his later years of historical materialism research, of the "monkey
anatomy method" that he had previously pondered, not only formally incorporated the study of
"pre-capitalist society" into the scope of historical materialism, but also further clarified the practical
possibility of "diversity" in the path toward modernization by answering questions about private ownership
and the origin of capitalist countries. Through the case analysis of the clan system in ancient society, the
major nation-states in Western Europe and the development path of Russia, Marx's historical materialism in
his later years not only clarified the existence of differences in the social development path among different
nations and countries, but also demonstrated the scientificity of exploring "another path toward
modernization".

Key Words: Marx's thinking mode in his later years; historical materialist examination; reflection on the
path toward modernization; diversity of paths toward modernization; another path toward modernization
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