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"Devour" and "Desire'': Analysis of madness in Diary of a Madman and
LeHorla

FENG Bo
(College of Liberal Arts, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: Lu Xun's Diary of a Madman and Maupassant's Le Horla are masterpieces of "Madness"
imagination. The translators' sympathies with Maupassant's "being exhausted at the end of the century" and
Lu Xun's “being stuck" at the beginning of the century are both reminders of the temporal characteristics of
"madness". The "eating people" in Diary of a Madman and "drinking water" in Le Horla symbolize the fear
of "being devoured" by the outside world and the "desiring" for the inner long-cherished wish, which are
both the reflections on the self being invaded, occupied, lost and trapped in a spiritual desperation. The
awakening and refutation of "the despised self" symbolized by the demon "Le Horla" and the "authentic self"
of the madman’s "saving the children" are the two sides of the constructing process of the self-subjectivity.
The cross-cultural dialogue of "Madness" not only questioned the bias of Diary of a Madman as a critique of
ethics, but also implied that Lu Xun bowed to "the wise"(the knowing)and examined himself, thus generating
a new "voice of the heart"" and " the inner light" of "establishing oneself " before "establishing others". This
became the important foundation and starting point of Lu Xun's thought of "revolting despair".

Key Words: Diary of a Madman,; Le Horla; "madness"; "establishing others"; "establishing oneself"
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