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Tradition as a frame of reference: Gombrich's understanding of and
critique at the ideas of modern art

MOU Chun
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: Gombrich's concern about the ideological trend of modern art is inseparable from his research on
the western art tradition. By tracing back to its origin, he integrates various modern art movements such as
Expressionism, Primitivism, and Cubism into the overall narrative of western art history. By offering a
unique analysis of individual artists and art works, he presents a complex picture of the ideas on modern art.
By elaborating the specific cultural traditions and artistic contexts, he analyzes the crisis and challenges
faced by the ideological trend of modern art, overcomes the vulgar opinions related to modern art, and
dismantles the abstract theory of it at the same time. Gombrich's interpretations of modern art stem from the
fact that he takes tradition as a frame of reference, makes traditional thoughts and popular ideas learn from
each other by virtue of art history, and renders traditional thoughts the source of deepening the understanding
of the present and bearing the possibilities of the future.

Key Words: E.H. Gombrich; ideas of modern art; tradition; a frame of reference
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