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On Horkheimer's critique at traditional theoretical paradigm
YANG Liyin, LI Haiyi
(School of Marxism, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Horkheimer argues that the traditional theoretical paradigm is essentially a bourgeois ideology
whose function is to prove the rationality and eternity of the capitalist social order in order to ensure its better
operation. He thus analyses this traditional theoretical paradigm from three aspects: the research object, the
method of analysis and the ultimate purpose, disclosing the basis for its formation and its dangers. He points
out that a new dialectical and historical paradigm of critical theory should be constructed to form a social
critical theory, to bring about philosophical changes, to restore the critical function of philosophy, and to
awaken people's critical consciousness, so as to explore the way to achieve individual freedom and liberation.
Horkheimer's critique at the traditional theoretical paradigm is based on Marx's critique at bourgeois political
economy, which is both an ideological and a social critique, demonstrating his humanist value position. The
critical theoretical paradigm he founded has all along regulated theoretic development of the successors of
the Frankfurt School.

Key Words: Horkheimer; traditional theoretical paradigm; critical theoretical paradigm; capitalism
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