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From "the Class Consciousness Theory" to '"the Bureaucracy Theory":
On the basic features and contemporary values of the political philosophy
of young Georg Lukacs

WANG Yuchen
(School of Philosophy, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract: Lukacs believes that the root cause of the failure of the western revolution is the crisis of
proletarian class consciousness, and emphasizes that the fundamental way to solve this crisis is to break
away from the modern rationalist method of positivizing Marxist philosophy, to consider "the Dialectical
Totality" with the reforming the social reality as the purpose to be the methodological basis of Marxist
philosophy, to restore the critical value function of Marxist philosophy and to cultivate mature proletarian
class consciousness. By employing the principle of historical materialism that social existence determines
social consciousness as his methodology, Lukacs systematically discussed the connotation and function of
class consciousness, revealed the characteristics and internal contradictions of bourgeois class consciousness
and the qualities of proletarian class consciousness, and emphasized that only the proletariat could truly
grasp the general trend of historical development. On this basis, he put forward that it was the only
advantage of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie, and formed a Western revolutionary strategy centered on
"the Class Consciousness Theory", and, in accordance with the debates on revolutionary strategy in the
Marxist camp at that time, put forward a Western revolutionary strategy centered on "the Bureaucracy
Theory", which constituted the complete content of his political philosophy. Unlike the Western political
philosophy which is based on the dichotomy between political society and civil society and which abstractly
explores the abstract themes of justice, freedom and equality, Lukacs's political philosophy is the politics of
liberation which is based on Marxist philosophy and aims at the free and comprehensive development of the
proletariat. His political philosophy is of great significance both for us to construct a political philosophy
with an autonomous knowledge system and to promote the construction of socialist political civilization in
China.

Key Words: Georg Lukacs; the Dialectical Totality; the Class Consciousness Theory; the Bureaucracy Theory
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