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The beauty of "Taihe:
The aesthetic realm of ecological civilization aesthetics

CHEN Wangheng, ZHONG Zhen
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The highest realm of ecological civilization aesthetics is "Taihe"."Taihe" comes from The Book of
Changes - The Initiating - Commentary on the Decision. "Taihe" means the greatest harmony, which suggests
the harmony between man and nature, and between ecology and civilization. In its specific realization, it is
manifested either in the form of conforming to harmony, that is, the beautiful; or the harmony of "counter
response", that is, the sublime. When it brings disaster to mankind, it is a tragedy; But when human beings
overcome adversity and achieve the common prosperity of human beings and ecology, it is positive drama.
To firmly follow the path of ecological civilization is the blessing of mankind, the happiness of life, the great
virtue of heaven and earth, and the great benefit of the universe. "Taihe" has its sublime soul, suggesting not
only the sublimity of nature, but also the sublimity of human beings, that is, the unity of both sublimities.
Such sublimity is unprecedented in human history, only belonging to the era of ecological civilization.

Key Words: ecological civilization aesthetics; sublime; "Taihe"; the era of ecological civilization
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