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The triple dimensions and logical expansion of the spatial reconstruction of
Edward W. Soja's theory of justice: An investigation centered
on Seeking Spatial Justice

REN Zheng
(Institute of Philosophy, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200235, China)

Abstract: The spatial reconstruction of the theory of justice promoted by Edward W. Soja is carried out
around three dimensions. Based on the methodology of "socio-spatial dialectics", through the investigation
of the "lack of space" of justice theory, Soja reflected on its triple theoretical nature of social, historical and
spatial nature, and realized the reconstruction of the theoretical framework of justice and the construction of
spatial justice. At the same time, by focusing on the spatial realization of capital accumulation, the expansion
of social dominant power and the reproduction of social inequality in the process of capitalist urban
reconstruction, Soja promoted the transfer of the emphatic point of justice theory and the problem domain of
justice. Moreover, Soja pushed forward the transformation and reality of justice from knowledge to action,
theory to practice through radical space practice, collective action of marginalized groups and urban social
movement.The significance of Soja’s spatial reconstruction of justice lies not only in creating a new narrative
method of justice, but also in providing a theoretical framework of spatial justice different from distributive
justice,which has important reference significance for the reconstruction of justice theory and its
contemporary application.

Key Words: Edward W. Soja; spatialization; spatial justice; socio-spatial dialectic; urban reconstruction
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