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Adorno on the practical attitude and social effect of art works
WANG Xiaosheng
(School of Philosophy, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Adorno believes that art is spiritual and dynamic, and artistic works contain the conflict between
the truth contents and ideology. The process of understanding and interpreting art works is the production
process of these art works as well as the struggle process between their truth contents and their ideology.
This dynamic feature of the art works shows the practical intention of the art works, but their practical effect
is uncertain. The positive role that the art works play is the influence of the truth contents of the art works on
people's spirit in the inner criticism of the art works. Although the art works can have social effects, they
should not deliberately pursue such social effects, which requires the reflecting ability of art recipients.
Although artistic creation does not deliberately pursue social effects, it should also have "planning". Of
course, such planning is not intended to educate the public, but to encourage the recipient to reflect.
Otherwise, it would turn dictatorial. The acceptance of the art works is neither to get spiritual comfort nor to
directly battle the society. The practical attitude and social effect of the art works rely on the construction of
the truth contents of art works by art recipients rather than their external actual activities.

Key Words: Adorno; art works; social effect; intervention; autonomy
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