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I nfluence of the arrangement of the vital assistants of princesin the period
of Emperor Xiaowu on politics of the late Liu Song Dynasty

HE Zhaofeng
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Emperor Xiaowu of Liu Song Dynasty mainly arranged those who he trusted absolutely for his
princes who were dispatched to other places as governors. In the three major wars in Xiaowu’s reign, these
courtiers maintained close relations by either shedding blood and fighting fiercely for or consistently siding
with Liu Jun. And it was exactly by taking advantage of this close relation that Deng Wan plotted Liu Zixun
Rebellion. But different from Deng Wan who sought for his personal wants and gains by coercing young
princes, Xue Andu, Cui Daogu, Xiao Huikai and Shen Wenxiu supported Zixun mainly to repay Emperor
Xiaowu. Emperor Xuanwu’s highly centralized ruling mode brought about the vacuum of central power after
his death, and resulted in power division and struggle upgrading. So, to a certain degree, the internal struggle
in the royal court of later Liu Song constituted the political heritage of Emperor Xuanwu’s monarchy.

Key Words: Emperor Xiaowu of Liu Song Dynasty; vital assistants of the princes who were dispatched to
other places as governors; Liu Zixun Rebellion
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