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From the National Revolution to the L eft-wing M ovement:
On Mao Dun's creative adjustment

LI Xiaojing, LI Yongdong
(College of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Mao Dun, later known as the "master of Left-wing literature", was faced with intense identity
anxiety and position crisis at the early stage of his joining the League of Leftist Writers(LLW), and many of
his novels written at this stage showed a complex process of self adjustment and self calibration and
gradually got close to the literary program of LLW. In Panther Head Lin Chong and Sone Tablet, a tension
structure is formed between Mao Dun's revolutionary cognition and the programme of the literary program
of LLW, and Mao Dun's individual thinking that overflows out of the Left-wing discourse framework deeply
touches the ethical problems faced by individuals in the revolutionary process and the power struggle within
the revolutionary group. The shaping of the collective farmer consciousness in Daze Township indicates that
Mao Dun has basically completed the subject’s transformation of and the creative adjustment. This process
of adjustment and transformation is also accompanied by the revision of Mao Dun's "view of literary truth",
the renewal of literary creative methods, and the gradual acquisition of a new "literary-politics" construction
mode, manifesting his spiritual growth from the National Revolution to the Left-wing Movement as a writer
and a former revolutionary.

Key Words: Mao Dun; historical novels; League of Leftist Writers; creative adjustment; view of literary
truth
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